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FOREWORD 
 

Welcome to this Learning Resource for Creative Writing. 

 

This Learning Resource was developed by experts from the National Commission for 

Culture and the Arts as a reference to aid you in developing rich, meaningful, and 

empowering learning in the creative fields.  

 

Every effort has been exerted to produce a Self-Learning Learning Resource that 

incorporates the most fundamental elements and principles of each discipline, while 

providing a spiraled, scaffolded, and multi-sensory approach to allow you to explore your 

innate creativity while building discipline and rigor in your chosen discipline.  

 

Each lecture, activity, or reflection here is designed to be meaningful. Each one designed 

to build from the previous one, and each one with the objective of building up for the next 

skill or competence. We hope that you will find these activities challenging but 

empowering, and that your potential as a Filipino artist and Creative is further enhanced 

and inspired. These Learning Resources take into consideration the various limitations 

and challenges brought about by the current situation, and provides you with the flexibility 

to manage content and pace to your individual needs while maintaining standards for 

creativity, embodying 21st Century skills, and aspiring towards artistic excellence. Beyond 

compilations of dry information, these Learning Resources seek to develop Higher Order 

Thinking Skills of Analysis, Evaluation, and Creation.  

 

If you are planning to use this Resource as a facilitator or teacher, you are expected to 

guide and orient your learners in the proper and efficient use of this Learning Resource. 

Most, if not all, activities will entail exploration, investigation, and experimentation, as such 

it is imperative that you, as the facilitator, establish the guidelines which will allow your 

students to be creative but within responsible, safe, and academically-sound limits. Your 

guidance and mentorship is expected and encouraged throughout the learning process. 

We look forward to your journey as an artist, MABUHAY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Introduction and Objectives 

 

 We have learned in module 1 that writing is a process.  It is a process of 

converting ideas, feelings, thoughts, experiences, desires, and expectations into written 

words.  It is a process that a writer must get into. 

 

Module 2 will introduce us to the definition and uses idiomatic expressions 

(Talinghagang Bukambibig), Proverbs, (salawikain) and figurative language 

(Tayutay) to make the writing and storytelling process more exciting and creative both 

for us the writer and equally with the readers.  

 

Have you ever become aware that some of the words that we say have other 

meanings or implications? Sometimes we combine words that have different meanings 

but when put together they connote a new meaning. These are idioms. 

 For example, when we hear someone say, ‘Don’t cut corners’ on your 

assignments. The word cut literally means to slice or a dictionary definition is; to divide 

into pieces with a knife or other sharp implement. And corner basically means a street 

bend or curve and a dictionary defines it as: a place or angle where two or more sides 

or edges meet.  Both words totally have different meanings.  Put together ‘cut corners’ 

doesn’t mean to divide into pieces a street bend.  Rather the two combined words, as 

an idiomatic expression means to do something in the easiest, quickest, or cheapest 

way, by ignoring important things or rules.  

 Proverbs, (Salawikain) on one hand are short, traditional wise sayings that 

expresses obvious truths or familiar experiences, and principles. On the other hand, 

Proverbs is a book of the Bible that contains truths or words of wisdom from King 

Solomon and are sayings which are considered wise and useful rules of living. 

 

 In this module we will also study the different figurative language or figures of 

speech (Tayutay). These are words or phrases that expresses ideas, creates thoughts, 

or images with words which conveys different meanings beyond their literal connotation.  

Figurative language accords an added depth to language by arousing the imagination 

and inducing visual, sensual imagery; such language creates mental picture with words. 

 

 



 
 

At the end of this module, you are expected to: 

1. Identify the different idiomatic expressions (Talinghagang 

Bukambibig) in the local community. 

2. Analyze local examples of idiomatic expressions (Talinghagang 

Bukambibig), Proverbs, (salawikain) and figurative language 

(Tayutay) that reflects the community’s perception of their role in 

preserving/protecting the source of life. 

3. Explore ways of using and tapping local figures of speech in writing 

new literary works. 

 

IDIOMS.  IDIOMS.  IDIOMS. 

 

UNDERSTANDING IDIOMATC EXPRESSIONS 

(Talinghagang Bukambibig) 

 

When you combine words together to create a meaning that is different to the meaning 

of the individual words, we create what we call an idiomatic expression or an idiom. 

An idiomatic expression is a phrase, a word or an expression that has a figurative 

meaning. Most of its figurative meaning is understood by native speakers. Idioms don’t 

mean exactly what the words of it says. It’s meaning is different from the literal meaning 

of the individual words. 

 

What are idioms? 

An idiom is a saying, phrase, or expression in a culture that has a figurative meaning 

different from its literal meaning. An idiom gains that meaning through repetition in a 

culture, and is often introduced via literature, media, famous people, or associations that 

originally make sense but lose their literal meaning. 

 

There are examples of idiom in almost all languages, and many thousands unique to 

English. It can be fun—and difficult—to learn idioms in other languages, which introduce 

us to different ways of thinking and challenge our own idiomatic understanding of things 

in our own language. 

http://www.literarydevices.com/idiom/ 

 

http://www.literarydevices.com/repetition/
http://www.literarydevices.com/idiom/


 
 

Every language or dialect has its own wise sayings. They offer suggestions about how 

to live and also communicate some fundamental ideas, principles and values of a given 

culture or society. These expressions are called "idioms."  These group of words have a 

figurative connotation. 

Here are some examples of idiomatic expressions in English. 

Getting fired from work turned out to be a blessing in disguise. Getting fired 
(normally a negative event) turned out to be a good thing. (blessing in disguise) 

Don’t cut any corners in doing your projects.   Don’t make any shortcuts (cut 
any corners) in doing your projects and produce sloppy works. 

Do not be angry, Pull yourself together.  Do not be angry, calm down. (Pull 
yourself together) 

After getting wet in the rain, I feel like I’m under the weather.  After getting wet 
in the rain I’m feeling sick. (under the weather) 

My research is all wrong, I will go back to the drawing board.  My research is 
all wrong I will start all over again. (back to the drawing board) 

 

Here are some examples of Idiomatic expressions (Talinghangang Bukambibig) in 
Filipino. 

Isang krus sa balikat ang pandemyang ito.   (krus sa balikat) pabigat o pasanin 
sa balikat 

Kung umasta si Inday sungit parang ang haba ng buhok.  (Haba ng buhok) – 
pakiramdam ay maganda 
 
Sanggang dikit iyang si Julian at Pedro simula ng paslit pa lamang sila.                                         
(Sanggang dikit) – matalik na magkaibigan 
 
Agaw-buhay sa opspital ang lalaking nabangga ng kotse.- (Agaw-buhay) 
naghihingalo 
 

Mahapdi ang bituka ng batang lalaki na namamalimos sa simbahan. (Mahapdi 
ang bituka) – nagugutom 

 
 
 

 



 
 

FUNCTIONS OF IDIOMS 
 
 

Writers and public speakers use idioms generously. The purpose behind 
this vast use of idioms is to ornate their language, make it richer and spicier and 
help them in conveying subtle meanings to their intended audience. 
Not only do idioms help in making the language beautiful, they also make things 
better or worse through making the expression good or bad. For example, there 
are several idioms that convey the death of a person in highly subtle meanings 
and some do the same in very offensive terms. They are also said to be exact 
and more correct than the literal words and sometimes a few words are enough 
to replace a full sentence. They help the writer make his sense clearer than it is, 
so that he could convey maximum meanings through minimum words and also 
keep the multiplicity of the meanings in the text intact. 
 

It has also been seen that idioms not only convey subtle meanings but 
also convey a phenomenon that is not being conveyed through normal and 
everyday language and also, they keep the balance in the communication. 
Furthermore, they provide textual coherence, so that the reader could be able to 
piece together a text that he has gone through and extract meanings the writer 
has conveyed. 
1. idiom-definition-examples-and-function.html 

 
 
 

How to Use Idioms 
 
 

Since idioms are part of the language, and not any individual author’s 
creation, you can’t exactly “write” them. However, there are many ways to 
employ idioms in your creative writing. For example, using slang is a great way to 
make a character seem cool – but only if you know the slang pretty well and use 
it correctly! Otherwise it will have the opposite of its intended effect. 
If you’re writing science fiction or fantasy, you can create fictional idioms to add 
depth and detail to your fictional cultures. For example, if you have a warlike 
alien species in your story, they would probably have some brutal idioms for 
death, warfare, etc. However, a peaceful race of elves would have different 
idioms. Just make sure that your idioms aren’t simply dropped into the story at 
random: either explain their meaning or (better yet) make it clear from the context 
what each invented idiom means. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://literaryterms.net/idiom/
https://literaryterms.net/character/
https://literaryterms.net/science-fiction/
https://literaryterms.net/story/


 
 

In all genres of fiction, characters will often use idioms in their dialogue. 
This helps make the characters more realistic, since real people use idioms all 
the time. In addition, you can have a second character respond by “extending” 
the idiom, which helps create a snappy, rhythmic back-and-forth between the two 
characters.  

 
 

For example: 
A: “I can see the light at the end of the tunnel!” 
B: “You’re wrong – that’s the train.” 
 
The idiom here is a common one in English, and it refers to the moment of relief 
or rewards at the end of a long, strenuous effort. In this example, the reply 
extends the idiom and uses the same metaphor to make a much more cynical 
point. 
 
 
 

When to Use Idioms 
 
 
It’s best to avoid idioms in formal writing, because they (a) aren’t literally true; 
and (b) can be easily misunderstood. In formal writing, you want to be as clear, 
direct, and accurate as possible. The more you bring in idioms, the more likely it 
is that your reader will get confused and not follow your line of thought. 
Idioms are great in fiction, as we saw in the previous section. However, even 
here you have to use some caution. Remember that idioms come from the 
general culture – they are not your original expressions. That means they can 
easily become clichés, and your writing can start to sound boring as a result. In 
addition, if there are too many idioms in your writing, you will start to sound 
unoriginal even if the idioms aren’t clichés! 
 
2. https://literaryterms.net/when-and-how-to-use-idioms/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://literaryterms.net/genres/
https://literaryterms.net/character/
https://literaryterms.net/metaphor/
https://literaryterms.net/clich%C3%A9/
https://literaryterms.net/when-and-how-to-use-idioms/


 
 

 
 

Read this brief essay: 
 
Idioms in Context: The Road to Success 
What Does It Take to Be Successful? 
 
By  
Kenneth Beare 
Updated February 14, 2019 
 

Here is a short essay on how to succeed in today's challenging economic 
environment. Try reading the selection one time to understand the gist without 
using the idiom definitions. On your second reading, use the definitions to help 
you understand the text while learning new idioms.  

 

The Road to Success 
 

 
The road to success is paved with failures. That's a hard truth, but one 

that needs to be faced when considering how you are going to make a go of it in 
life. It's quite simple, to come out ahead we need to find careers that we can do 
with all our heart and soul, but that also allows us to come out ahead at the end 
of the day. Unfortunately, we can't live off the fat of the land although indigenous 
people did so for thousands of years. We now live in an era that is highly 
structured and requires us all to make sacrifices as we jockey for a position in 
life.  

Let's call a spade a spade: It's dog eats dog out there in the real world! 
There are so many stumbling blocks for young adults these days. From high 
unemployment to the high price of higher education — not to mention all the red 
tape we have to deal with — it's hard to succeed! 

 
However, with dedication, it's possible to succeed in the long run. In fact, 

with dedication, we can find something that appeals to us. Once we find our 
special talent, we can carry the torch of the tradition we have chosen. This might 
be in education, health care, having your own business, or even in politics! 
Each of us is capable of doing something that takes everyone's breath away if 
only for a moment. Getting there might mean that we have to fly by the seat of 
our pants from time to time, but, as they say, necessity is the mother of invention. 
Along the way, we'll need to figure out how to foot the bill, but on the horizon, 
we'll have the hope of doing something more purposeful with our time.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/kenneth-beare-1208921
https://www.thoughtco.com/improve-reading-skills-1210402
https://www.thoughtco.com/idioms-and-expressions-game-1212323


 
 

Idioms Used in the Selection 
 

1. By the seat of one's pants: Improvising, handling something as it happens 

2. Call a spade a spade: To tell the truth about something, even if it is difficult to 
accept 

3. Carry the torch: Continue a tradition 

4. Come out ahead: Be profitable or advantageous in the end 

5. Dog eat dog: Extremely competitive 

6. Fit in: Do something that helps you belong to something 

7. Foot the bill: Pay for something 

8. In nothing flat: Very quickly 

9. In the long run: Over a long period of time 

10. Jockey for position: Try to get into an advantageous position 

11. Live off the fat of the land: Survive based on what nature provides 

12. Make a go of it: Succeed 

13. On the horizon: Coming in the not too distant future 

14. Red tape: Official forms that you need to take care of to do something 

15. Stumbling block: A problem or obstacle that blocks your way 

16. Take someone's breath away: Surprise someone with beauty 

17. With all one's heart and soul: With complete commitment and dedication 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-road-to-success-idioms-in-context-1210661 
 

 
 
 
ACTIVITIES on Idiomatic expressions  
(Talinghagang Bukambibig) 
 
 

1. Pick up your writing journal and ask your elders, parents, grandparents, and 
other old relatives what idiomatic expressions can they share with you.  Write 
down as many as you can get from them and include the meanings.  

2. Review and study the idiomatic expressions you have gathered. Note down 
details of the meanings of the idioms  you have learned in your journal. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
3. Write 2 narrative stories (Fictional or non-fiction) and incorporate the idiomatic 

expressions you have learned.  One story relates to issues about your 
environment and the other speaks of the people in your community. It would be 
easier to research them via the internet but I believe asking your elders is more 
educational and you can ask them when and how they have learned about it.  
Perhaps your story can be based from their stories on how they learned the 
idiomatic expressions. 

 
 

 
PROVERBS.  PROVERBS.  PROVERBS. 

(SALAWIKAIN) 

 
 

Our culture is full with all kinds of beliefs and traditions, some of which are 
superstitions that have no specific explanation, while others are proverbs which contain 
important life lessons. Filipino proverbs are unwritten knowledge passed down from 
generation to generation and typically contain advice from our ancestors. These pieces 
of advice are time-tested pieces of wisdom from hundreds of years of our ancestors' 
experiences. 
 

A proverb is a brief, simple, and popular saying, or a phrase that gives advice 
and effectively embodies a commonplace truth based on practical experience or 
common sense. A proverb may have an allegorical message behind its odd 
appearance. The reason of popularity is due to its usage in spoken language, as well as 
in folk literature. 
https://literarydevices.net/proverb/ 
 

An example of a proverb is “Haste makes waste.” (- doing something too 

quickly causes mistakes that result in time, effort, materials, etc., being wasted.) 

 

On another note, The Book of Proverbs is a book from the Old Testament of 

the Bible that contains truths or words of wisdom from King Solomon.  

An example of a passage from the Book of Proverbs is,  

Listen, my son, to your father's instruction 

and do not forsake your mother's teaching. – (Pay attention to your fathers’ wise advice 

and always respect your mother.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Function of Proverbs 
 

Proverbs play very important roles in different types of literary works. The most 
important function of proverbs is to teach and educate the audience. They often contain 
expert advice, with a role for educating the readers on what they may face if they do 
something. Hence, proverbs play a didactic role, as they play a universal role in 
teaching wisdom and sagacity to the common people. Since proverbs are usually 
metaphorical and indirect, they allow writers to express their messages in a less harsh 
way. 

3. https://literarydevices.net/proverb/ 

 
 
 
 

Use Proverbs in Your Composition 
 

Proverbs are phrases that are commonly used and widely understood.  They can 

also be phrases that are passed down for generations.  Proverbs can be used to convey 

guidance. 

 

A common proverb that you may have heard before: 

“Practice makes perfect.”  (used to express that regular practice of an action or skill is 

the way to become skilledt in it, this proverb encourages persistence) 

  

We hear proverbs from our parents and teachers. And we use some of the more 

common proverbs in our everyday conversations, sometimes without even realizing that 

the phrase that comes naturally to us is actually a proverb. 

  

“He has tattoos all over his body, but you know what they say, don’t judge 

a book by its cover.” 

  

“Having started work straight after my diploma to make ends meet, I only 

fulfilled my dream to pursue further studies after a good ten years in the 

workforce. But better late than never, for I can now proudly say that I am a 

degree holder; the first in my family.” 

  

Proverbs can be in the form of a phrase or a sentence, for example, “The early 

bird catches the worm.” This one is frequently used to encourage the lazy bunch of us 

to rise or start early because it is believed that those who do so gain an advantage over 

others. 

  

https://literarydevices.net/play/
https://literarydevices.net/audience/
https://literarydevices.net/proverb/


 
 

Another point worth noting about this proverb, and many others, is that it is in the 

form of a metaphor. Many proverbs use figurative language to personify their meaning. 

When we say “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket”, we are not literally referring to 

eggs, but rather the fact that you shouldn’t concentrate all your risks or efforts in one 

area. 

  

Interestingly, proverbs make it easy and effective to teach lessons, or give words 

of advice pertaining to concepts that are actually quite sophisticated. 

  

More importantly, proverbs are a simple yet powerful tool to convey a strong 

message in literary compositions. 

  

Proverbs can be used throughout a composition, whether as an introduction, as a 

concluding statement, or even in the dialogue between the characters in the 

composition. The key is to use them moderately or even sparingly. They are like the 

spices you add to your dishes for additional flavor; whether it is a pinch of cinnamon or 

a dash of paprika, proverbs are not meant to be over used. 

  

Use A Proverb In The Introduction 
 

Starting your composition with a proverb immediately captures the reader’s 

attention. A proverbial introduction can give insight into the gist of your composition in a 

single line, or it can invoke questions and spur the reader to find out what the story is 

about. Either way, a proverb is a powerful tool to begin a composition as it leads the 

reader on to the rest of the story. 

 

Because there are so many different types of proverbs, starting with one not only 

provides a unique introduction to the composition, but it also adds some depth and style 

to the story that is being written. 

Of course, the key is to use an appropriate proverb that is related to the crux of 

the story, or one that “teaches the lesson” in your composition. 

 

Consider this example: 

Honesty is truly the best policy. I could not imagine how things would 

have turned out had I lied instead… 

  

I’ve used this simple proverb combined with a flashback. In two sentences, I 

have basically told you the lesson I have learnt, about being honest. At the same time, I 

have hopefully intrigued you enough to read on to find out exactly what situation caused 

me to learn that lesson. 

 

 

 



 
 

Use A Proverb In The Conclusion 
 

You could also end your composition with a thought-provoking proverb, to leave 

a lasting impression on the reader. Instead of explicitly stating the “lessons learnt”, your 

child can display his maturity by ending with an inspirational proverb. 

 

Consider this example: 

 I reminisced on the early days, recalling how everyone was sceptical 

about the route I was embarking on. 

 

No one truly saw the vision that I saw. Yet now, I sat on the balcony of my 

penthouse overlooking the sea, soaking up the breeze of freedom, of accomplishment, 

of success. 

The success that I dreamed of, that I willed myself to achieve. 

No, it didn’t come easy; I suffered, I endured, but at every juncture where there 

was a will – the will to overcome any obstacle, the will to keep going – whenever there 

is a will, there will always be a way. 

I’ve used the proverb “Where there’s a will, there’s a way” to show that 

determination and willpower can overcome all obstacles. 

 

 

Use A Proverb In The Dialogue 
 

Using a proverb in a dialogue is another way to boost your language 

marks.  Adding a proverb further showcases your child’s breadth and depth of 

vocabulary.  It also conveys more complicated messages or wisdom that your child may 

have difficulty expressing in “normal phrases”. 

 

Consider this example: 

“Mr. Tan has got to be the most boring Math tutor I’ve ever had!” Peter 

exclaimed. “I really think we should leave and go to another tuition center. I’m 

sure they also have Math tutors there.” 

“I’m not so sure,” John cautioned. “Better the devil you know than the one you 

don’t.” 

  

I’ve used the proverb to highlight what John thinks about Peter’s suggestion to 

leave the tuition center. Without explicitly saying it, I am able to convey John’s doubt 

towards Peter’s idea. 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Common Proverbs for Your Composition 

 

 
 

Here are some proverbs that you can start using in compositions.  

 

 

  

1. A watched pot never boils. 

 

Waiting for something to happen will make time pass even slower. 

Example: John stared out the window at the long winding road, waiting for 

any sign of a car approaching in the distance. But he knew that a watched 

pot never boils, and he tried to turn his mind towards the book in front of 

him again, in a bid to distract himself. 

  

 

 

 

2. Beggars can’t be choosers. 

 

When you receive help, you have to be content with and accept whatever 

you get. 

Example: Hunger-stricken, I walked up to the first tiny house with their 

lights turned on and pounded on the door. An old lady with the kindest 

eyes perused my sorry state before inviting me into her warm living room. 

My shame was overwhelmed by my starving belly as I blurted, “Do you 

have anything to eat, please?” The old lady shuffled slowly into the kitchen 

whilst I sat and watched in anticipation, knees together, arms wrapped 

around my stomach as if it would help calm down the desperate growls 

from within. As she returned, cupping a bowl delicately in her hands, I 

almost lunged out to grab that delicacy. However, I froze when I saw all 

that she had to spare – a half-filled bowl of plain white rice. Beggars can’t 

be choosers, I thought, as I wolfed down the rice in seconds. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

3. Don’t count your chickens before they hatch. 

 

Do not be overconfident, or make plans based on something good that 

you think will happen, before it has actually happened. 

Example: Julie was already shopping around for a car as a self-reward for 

her upcoming promotion, but I told her not to count her chickens before 

they hatched. 

  

 

 

4. Don’t cry over spilt milk. 

 

Do not be upset over something that has already happened that you 

cannot change. 

Example: Tim was dejected; he had just failed his test. As I patted him on 

the shoulder I tried to encourage him. “Look, Tim, this test is already done, 

so don’t cry over spilt milk. There’s still the finals at the end of the year, 

and I know you can do it.” 

  

 

 

5. Many hands make light work. 

 

This proverb is about teamwork. If everyone works together to help in 

something, the task is accomplished much quicker. 

Example: At first, we were intimidated by the actual area of the wall we 

had to paint. It was a huge, old bungalow and the paint was practically 

peeling from every corner of the house – all three levels of it! But everyone 

was so cooperative, and since many hands made light work, we 

managed to finish painting the whole house before sunset. 

  

 

 

6. There is safety in numbers. 

 

When people tend towards something together as part of a group, either in 

thinking a certain way or in doing something, they are less likely harmed 

or blamed for it. 

Example: We gathered in a group of about twenty and marched up to the 

principal’s office to make our complaint, thinking that there was safety in 

numbers. 

 

  



 
 

7. There’s no smoke without fire. (variation: Where there’s smoke, there’s fire.) 

 

This proverb is saying that there might be truth in rumours, because 

rumours, no matter how twisted they are, must have been grounded in 

some underlying fact. 

Example: Our new teacher appears very friendly and gentle, but some 

claim they have seen her ex-students sent out of the classroom in tears 

during her lessons. There’s no smoke without fire, so let’s wait and see. 

  

 

8. Too many cooks spoil the broth 

 

When too many people are involved, they can do more harm than good 

and ruin something instead. 

Example: Everyone was throwing in ideas and giving opinions, and by the 

end of the day we could not even decide where we wanted to host the 

event. There were clearly too many cooks spoiling the broth. 

  

 

9. We never miss the water till the well is dry. 

 

We tend to take things for granted, and only realize how important 

something / someone is until we lose it. 

Example: Now that I’m past forty, and my joints creak and ache every time 

I get up from my bed. I realize how we never miss the water till the well 

is dry. I can barely remember what it feels like to be young again! 

  

 

 

10. You can’t make bricks without straws. 

 

You cannot accomplish something without the right information or 

necessary tools. 

Example: “But I hate training!” I exclaimed. My coach grabbed me by the 

shoulders and looked me in the eye. “Boy, are you lazy!” he reprimanded 

me. “If you want to get a gold medal, you need to build up your 

strength.  You need to build up your core. You need to understand that 

you can’t make bricks without straws.” 

  

There are tons of other proverbs. Just surf the net and you’ll be amazed how many 

everyday sayings that you use regularly are actually proverbs. That said, it will take you 

some effort to understand many of these proverbs. Then you can use them in your 

literary works. 



 
 

  

The best way to use proverbs is to let them fit naturally into a sentence.  Don’t force 

them in.  Afterall, Rome wasn’t built in a day – the key is to consistently practice, revise 

and repeat! 

 
4. https://writingsamurai.com/use-proverbs-composition/ 

 

 

Examples of Filipino Proverbs  
With the English Translation 
 

 

Bagong hari, bagong ugali. 

New king, new character. 

New leadership always brings new ways. 

 

 

Ang pagkakataon sa buhay ay madalang dumating. Kapag narito na, ating 

samantalahin. 

Opportunity only knocks once: Grab it or you'll lose it. 

This is a proverb that means exactly what it says. Don't live with regret because you 

thought the opportunity would come again. 

 

 

Kung pukulin ka ng bato, tinapay ang iganti mo. 

If someone throws stones at you, throw back bread. 

Instead of looking for revenge, show love and forgiveness. 

 

Ang magnanakaw ay galit sa kapwa magnanakaw. 

A thief hates a fellow thief. 

A thief may hate another thief for many reasons. One thief makes life more difficult for 

the other and also acts as a reminder of his or her own wrongdoing. No matter the 

explanation, that hatred is hypocritical. 

 

 

Anuman ang gagawin, pitong beses iiipin. 

Whatever you do, think about it seven times. 

Think before you leap. Often, if you give yourself some time, you can save yourself from 

making foolhardy decisions. 

 

 



 
 

Ang kalusugan ay kayamanan. 

Health is wealth. 

Health is one of the most valuable possessions. Treasure and protect it. 

 

 

Ang karukhaan ay hindi hadlang sa pagtatagumpay. 

Poverty is not a hindrance to success. 

When there's a will, there's a way. 

 

 

Wala kang masasabunot sa kalbo. 

You cannot pull hair from the bald. 

You cannot draw blood from a stone. In other words, you expect a person to give 

something he or she does not have. This also applies to appealing to an emotion that a 

person does not have—for example, asking an uncharitable person for money. 

 

 

Magsama-sama at malakas, magwatak-watak at babagsak. 

United, we stand; divided, we fall. 

When a group of people work toward the same cause, they have strength. However, if 

they are not working together, each voice is weakened. 

 

 

Maraming salita, kulang sa gawa. 

A man that talks too much accomplishes little. 

People who spend their time doing what they say they will have less need to talk about 

it. Actions are worth more than words. 

 

 

Madaling sabihin, mahirap gawain. 

Easier said than done. 

To say that you will do something takes very little energy. Actions are more difficult to 

accomplish. 

 

Ang lalagyang walang laman ay maingay. 

An empty container makes a lot of noise. 

Which will make more noise: a jar that contains one marble or a one that is packed full 

with marbles? Similarly, a person who doesn't know what he or she is talking about will 

often put on more of a show than someone who relies on facts. Another way to interpret 

this is that a hollow container makes more noise when struck than a full one. 



 
 

 

 

Walang salang hindi pinagbabayaran. 

No crime is left unpunished. 

What goes around comes around. In other words, karma will make sure that a 

wrongdoer gets what's coming to him or her. 

 

 

Ang sakit ng kalingkigan, sakit ng buong katawan. 

The pain of the little finger is felt by the whole body. 

The world is connected—an injustice or disservice to one person impact more than just 

that person. 

 

 

Lahat ng gubat ay may ahas  

In every forest , there is a snake. 

.Everywhere you go, there will be people who should not be trusted. 

5. https://owlcation.com/social-sciences/examples-of-filipino-proverbs 

 

Activities on Proverbs (Salawikain) 

 

1. Research for Proverbs, both in English and Filipino.  Write down in your 
writing journals at least 15 English Proverbs and 15 Filipino Salawikain.  
Learn their meanings and application in daily living.  Choose one or two 
favorites and contemplate on it.  

2. Research for notable writers who utilizes proverbs in their literary works 
and analyze their structure and style. 

3. Write a literary piece using your chosen proverb.  You can write a short 
story (fiction or non-fiction), an essay, a poem or any literary form using 
your chosen proverb and salawikain Make sure that you incorporate the 
proverb (salawikain) in the context of your story. 

4. Write 2 compositions in English and 2 in Filipino.  1 composition involves 
the environment or natural resources and the other speaks of the traits 
and characteristics of the people in your community. 
 

 



 
 

FIGURES OF SPEECH.    

FIGURES OF SPEECH.  FIGURES OF SPEECH 

 

What are Figures of Speech? 

A figure of speech is a word or phrase using figurative language—

language that has other meaning than its normal definition. In other words, 

figures of speeches rely on implied or suggested meaning, rather than a 

dictionary definition.   

Figures of speech make up a huge portion of the English language, 

making it more creative, more expressive, and just more interesting! Many have 

been around for hundreds of years—some even thousands—and more are 

added to our language essentially every day. This article will focus on a few key 

forms of figures of speech, but remember, the types are nearly endless! 

 

The Importance of Figures of Speech 

In general, the purpose of a figure of speech is to lend texture and color to 

your writing. (This is itself a figure of speech, since figures of speech don’t 

actually change the colors or textures on the page!) For instance, metaphors 

allow you to add key details that make the writing livelier and more relatable. 

Slang and verbal irony, on the other hand, make the writing seem much more 

informal and youthful (although they can have the opposite effect when misused!) 

Finally, other figures of speech, like idioms and proverbs, allows a writer to draw 

on a rich cultural tradition and express complex ideas in a short space. 

  

Examples of Figures of Speech in Literature 

Example 1 

“All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players. They have 

their exits and their entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts.” 

(William Shakespeare, As You Like It) 

This is one of the most famous metaphors ever crafted in the English language. 

Shakespeare uses his extended metaphor to persuade the audience of the 

similarities between the stage and real life. But rather than making his play seem 

more like life, he suggests that life is more like a play. His metaphor calls 

attention to the performative, creative, and fictional aspects of human life. 

https://literaryterms.net/extended-metaphor/


 
 

Example 2 

“Our words are but crumbs that fall down from the feast of the mind.” (Khalil 

Gibran, Sand & Foam) 

Gibran’s timeless metaphor succeeds for a number of reasons. For one thing, it 

is not a cliché – had Gibran said “words are just the tip of the iceberg,” he would 

have been making roughly the same point, but in a much more clichéd way. But 

the feast of the mind is a highly original metaphor. In addition, it’s a successful 

double metaphor. The crumbs and the feast are two parts of the same image, but 

they work together rather than being “mixed” (see How to Use Figures of 

Speech). 

Example 3 

“If you chase two rabbits, you will lose them both.” (Russian Proverb) 

Like many proverbs, this one draws on a simple metaphor of chasing rabbits. 

The rabbits can stand in for all sorts of objectives, from jobs to relationships, but 

the coded message is quite clear – focus your energy on a single objective, or 

you will likely fail. This literal statement, though, is quite dry and not terribly 

memorable, which shows the power of figures of speech. 

  

V. Examples of Figures of Speech in Pop Culture 

Example 1 

The chorus to Sean Kingston’s Fire Burning contains a couple of figures of 

speech. First of all, there’s the word “shorty” used as a slang term (see Related 

Terms) for a young woman. She may or may not be literally short, but the figure 

of speech applies either way (though it could easily be taken as belittling and 

derogatory). Second, Kingston sings the metaphor: “she’s fire, burning on the 

dance floor.” Hopefully this is a figure of speech and not a literal statement; 

otherwise, Kingston and everyone else in the club are in mortal danger! 

Example 2 

“Oh, thanks! This is much better!” (Townspeople, South Park) 

This is an example of irony. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, South 

Park satirized the government’s response to the disaster by writing about a 

similar disaster in South Park. In a bumbling effort to rescue people from the 

floods, the authorities accidentally spill oil on the flood waters and set it on fire, 

making the situation far more dangerous. In response, they ironically “thank” the 

people responsible—their meaning is obviously the opposite of their words! 

 

https://literaryterms.net/clich%C3%A9/


 
 

Example 3 

Years of talks between Washington and Havana resulted in Obama’s historic visit 

to Cuba on March 21st. (Patreon 2016) 

This is a common form of metonym in foreign policy and news media. The capital 

city of a country is used as a metonym for the national government. The talks, of 

course, are not literally between these two cities, but between the leaders and 

government officials of the two countries (US and Cuba). 

6. https://literaryterms.net/figures-of-speech/ 

 

 

 

Figures of speech 
By:  Richard Nordquist 

 

 

In common usage, a figure of speech is a word or phrase that means something 

more or something other than it seems to say—the opposite of a literal expression. As 

Professor Brian Vickers has observed, "It is a sad proof of the decline of rhetoric that in 

modern colloquial English the phrase 'a figure of speech' has come to mean something 

false, illusory or insincere." 

In rhetoric, a figure of speech is a type of figurative language (such as metaphor, irony, 

understatement, or anaphora) that departs from conventional word order or meaning.  

 

Some common figures of speech are alliteration, anaphora, antimetabole, 

antithesis, apostrophe, assonance, hyperbole, irony, metonymy, onomatopoeia, 

paradox, personification, pun, simile, synecdoche, and understatement. 

 

Common Figures of Speech Explained 

Just a Figure of Speech: The Lighter Side 

 

 

Following are a few figures of speech that are a bit tongue in cheek. 

 

 

Mr. Burns, "American History X-cellent," "The Simpsons," 2010 

"Break a leg, everyone" (to a passing employee). "I said break a leg." (The employee 

then breaks his own leg with a hammer.) "My God, man! That was a figure of speech. 

You're fired!" 

 

 

 

https://literaryterms.net/figures-of-speech/


 
 

Peter Falk and Robert Walker, Jr., "Mind Over Mayhem," "Columbo," 1974 

Lieutenant Columbo: "So you had an hour to kill before you had to get back to the 

airport."   Dr. Neil Cahill: "I take it you mean to use that phrase, to kill.' You mean that 

literally." 

Lieutenant Columbo: "No, I was just using a figure of speech. I'm not making an 

accusation." 

 

Jonathan Baumbach, "My Father More or Less," "Fiction Collective," 1982 

"What if there were a gun to your head, what would you say?" 

"Whose gun are you thinking of putting to my head?" 

"It was just a figure of speech, for God's sake. You don't have to be so literal about it." 

"It's only a figure of speech when you don't have a gun in your possession." 

 

 

Carmen Carter et al., "Doomsday World (Star Trek: The Next Generation, No. 

12)," 1990 

" 'Yes,' said Coleridge. 'The new Commercial Trading Hall....The emptiest building in 

town, gentlemen. If there are twenty people in it at any given time, I'll eat my tricorder on 

the spot.' 

"Data looked at the archaeologist, and Geordi caught the look. 'That's only a figure of 

speech, Data. She doesn't really intend to eat it.' 

"The android nodded. 'I am familiar with the expression, Geordi.' " 

 

 

Metaphor as a Figure of Thought 
 

A metaphor is a trope or figure of speech, in which an implied comparison is made 

between two unlike things that actually have something in common, as these quotes 

show. 

 

Ning Yu, "Imagery," "Encyclopedia of Rhetoric and Composition," 1996 

"In its broad sense, a metaphor is not only a figure of speech but also a figure of 

thought. It is a mode of apprehension and a means of perceiving and expressing 

something in a radically different way. In such a sense, figurative images are not simply 

decorative but serve to reveal aspects of experience in a new light." 

 

"Teddy Roosevelt and the Treasure of Ursa Major," adapted by Ronald Kidd from 

the play by Tom Isbell, 2008 

"Reaching into her pocket, [Ethel] pulled out the paper, held it in the moonlight, and 

read, 'Beneath this brilliant metaphor will there treasure be.' 

"What's a metaphor?' I asked. 

"Ethel said, 'It's a word that compares one thing to another, to show how they might be 

alike.' 



 
 

" 'Well,' I said, 'if the metaphor is brilliant, maybe it's the chandelier.' 

"They stared at me. I don't know why. If you ask me, the clue had seemed pretty 

obvious. 

" 'You know,' said Kermit, 'I think Archie is right.' He turned to Ethel. 'I can't believe I just 

said that.' " 

 

 

Simile As Another Kind of Comparison 
 

A simile is a figure of speech in which two fundamentally unlike things are explicitly 

compared, usually in a phrase introduced by like or as, as these quotes demonstrate. 

 

Donita K. Paul, "Two Tickets to the Christmas Ball," 2010 

" 'What's a simile?' asked Sandy. She looked to Cora for an answer. 

" 'When you compare something to something else to get a better picture of it in your 

head. The clouds look like cotton balls. The edge of the snow shovel is sharp like a 

knife.' " 

Jay Heinrichs, "Word Hero: A Fiendishly Clever Guide to Crafting the Lines That 

Get Laughs," 2011 

"The simile is a metaphor that gives itself away. 'The moon is a balloon': that's a 

metaphor. 'The moon is like a balloon': that's a simile." 

 

Oxymoron as an Apparent Contradiction 
 

An oxymoron is a figure of speech usually one or two words in which seemingly 

contradictory terms appear side by side. 

 

Bradley Harris Dowden, "Logical Reasoning," 1993 

"A contradiction in terms is also called an oxymoron. Debates are often started by 

asking whether a term is an oxymoron. For example, is artificial intelligence an 

oxymoron? Jokes are often based in oxymorons; is military intelligence an oxymoron?" 

 

Dianne Blacklock, "False Advertising," 2007 

"Her husband got hit by a bus. What was Gemma supposed to say? More to the point, 

what did Helen want to hear? 

" 'Well,' said Gemma, going to sit on the bed beside Helen, who looked a little taken 

aback as she shifted to make room. 'You can't have an accident on purpose,' Gemma 

went on. 'That's an oxymoron. If there was intent, it wasn't an accident.' 

" 'I guess I'm wondering if there isn't hidden intent in everything we do,' said Helen." 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Hyperbole As Exaggeration 
 

Hyperbole is a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or 

effect. 

Steve Atinsky, "Tyler on Prime Time," 2002 

"Samantha and I sat in chairs that had been set up near the table. 

" 'What's hyperbole?' I asked her. 

" 'It's a fancy way of saying bull.' " 

Thomas S. Kane, "The New Oxford Guide to Writing," 1988 

"Mark Twain was a master of hyperbole, as he reveals in this description of a tree after 

an ice storm: '[I]t stands there the acme, the climax, the supremest possibility in art or 

nature, of bewildering, intoxicating, intolerable magnificence. One cannot make the 

words strong enough.' " 

 

Understatement as Beauty...or Sarcasm 
 

Understatement, the opposite of hyperbole, is a figure of speech in which a writer 

or speaker deliberately makes a situation seem less important or serious than it is. 

Fiona Harper, "English Lord, Ordinary Lady," 2008 

"She read what [Will] was going to say in his eyes before the words left his lips. 

" 'I love you.' 

"So simple. No frills, no grandiose gestures. It was so Will. Suddenly, she understood 

the beauty of understatement." 

 

Steph Swainston, "No Present Like Time," 2006 

"[Serein] sat in the doorway, legs out onto the half deck, huddling in his greatcoat. 

'Comet,' he said. 'You weren't well.' 

" 'Is that understatement a new type of sarcasm you're experimenting with?'" 

 

Just a Figure of Speech: The Cliché 
 

A cliché is a trite expression whose effectiveness has been worn out through 

overuse and excessive familiarity. 

David Punter, "Metaphor," 2007 

"[I]t is interesting that the phrase 'just a figure of speech' has become a cliché, as if for 

something to be a figure of speech in some way downgrades it. It may not be going too 

far to say that there is a certain denial going on in this view; that it is more convenient 

and comfortable to pretend that there are some speech forms which do not use figures 

of speech and thus give us access to a solid, incontrovertible perception of the real, in 

contrast to which the figure of speech is in some way abstracted, lacking in purchase." 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Laura Toffler-Corrie, "The Life and Opinions of Amy Finawitz," 2010 

"I'm quite sure he doesn't really think you have been abducted by aliens. It was just a 

figure of speech, like 'Oh, she's just little Miss Sunshine' or 'What a clown.' When you 

use expressions like that (which I totally never do), it doesn't mean a person is really an 

inhumanly hot solar ball or that they're a member of the circus. It's not literal." 

https://www.thoughtco.com/figure-of-speech-term-1690793 

 

Figures of speech lend themselves particularly well to literature and poetry. They 

also pack a punch in speeches and movie lines. Indeed, these tools abound in nearly 

every corner of life. Let's start with one of the more lyrical devices, alliteration. 

 

 

Alliteration 
 

Alliteration is the repetition of the beginning sounds of neighboring words. 

Examples include: 

• She sells seashells. 

• Walter wondered where Winnie was. 

• Blue baby bonnets bobbed through the bayou. 

• Nick needed new notebooks. 

• Fred fried frogs' legs on Friday. 

 

 

Anaphora 
 

Anaphora is a technique where several phrases or verses begin with the same 

word or words. 

Examples include: 

• I came, I saw, I conquered. - Julius Caesar 

• Mad world! Mad kings! Mad composition! - King John II, William Shakespeare 

• It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 

was the age of foolishness. - A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens 

• With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right. - Abraham 

Lincoln 

• We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end... we shall never surrender. - 

Winston Churchill 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Assonance 
 

Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds (not just letters) in words that are 

close together. The sounds don't have to be at the beginning of the word. 

 

Examples include: 

• A - For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels named Lenore. (Poe) 

• E - Therefore, all seasons shall be sweet to thee. (Coleridge) 

• I - From what I've tasted of desire, I hold with those who favor fire. (Frost) 

• O - Oh hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn. (Wordsworth) 

• U - Uncertain rustling of each purple curtain (Poe) 

 

Euphemism 
 

Euphemism is a mild, indirect, or vague term that often substitutes a harsh, blunt, 

or offensive term. 

Examples include: 

• 'A little thin on top' instead of 'going bald.' 

• 'Fell of the back of a truck' instead of 'stolen.' 

• 'Letting you go' instead of 'firing you.' 

• 'Passed away' instead of 'died.' 

• 'Economical with the truth' instead of 'liar.' 

 

Hyperbole 
 

Hyperbole uses exaggeration for emphasis or effect. 

Examples include: 

• I've told you to stop a thousand times. 

• That must have cost a billion dollars. 

• I could do this forever. 

• She's older than dirt. 

• Everybody knows that. 

 

Irony 
 

Irony occurs when there's a marked contrast between what is said and what is meant, 

or between appearance and reality. 

Examples include: 

• "How nice!" she said, when I told her I had to work all weekend. (Verbal irony) 

• A traffic cop gets suspended for not paying his parking tickets. (Situational irony) 

• The Titanic was said to be unsinkable but sank on its first voyage. (Situational 

irony) 



 
 

• Naming a tiny Chihuahua Brutus. (Verbal irony) 

• When the audience knows the killer is hiding in a closet in a scary movie, but the 

actors do not. (Dramatic irony) 

 

Metaphor 
 

A metaphor makes a comparison between two unlike things or ideas. 

Examples include: 

• Heart of stone 

• Time is money 

• The world is a stage 

• She's a night owl 

• He's an ogre 

 

Onomatopoeia 
 

Onomatopoeia is the term for a word that sounds like what it is describing. 

Examples include: 

• Whoosh 

• Splat 

• Buzz 

• Click 

• Oink 

 

 

Oxymoron 
 

An oxymoron is two contradictory terms used together. 

Examples include: 

• Peace force 

• Kosher ham 

• Jumbo shrimp 

• Sweet sorrow 

• Free market 

 

Personification 
 

Personification gives human qualities to non-living things or ideas. 

Examples include: 

• The flowers nodded. 

• The snowflakes danced. 

• The thunder grumbled. 



 
 

• The fog crept in. 

• The wind howled. 

 

Simile 
 

A simile is a comparison between two unlike things using the words "like" or "as." 

Examples include: 

• As slippery as an eel 

• Like peas in a pod 

• As blind as a bat 

• Eats like a pig 

• As wise as an owl 

 

Synecdoche 
 

Synecdoche occurs when a part is represented by the whole or, conversely, the 

whole is represented by the part. 

Examples include: 

• Wheels - a car 

• The police - one policeman 

• Plastic - credit cards 

• Coke - any cola drink 

• Hired hands - workers 

 

Understatement 
 

An understatement occurs when something is said to make something appear 

less important or less serious. 

Examples include: 

• It's just a scratch - referring to a large dent. 

• It's a litttle dry and sandy - referring to the driest desert in the world. 

• The weather is cooler today - referring to sub-zero temperatures. 

• It was interesting - referring to a bad or difficult experience. 

• It stings a bit - referring to a serious wound or injury. 

 

Give Your Writing Some Style 

Perhaps this sampling of figures of speech will offer a nice springboard for you to 

sprinkle a variety of stylistic and rhetorical devices into your writing. 

The goal is to be able to express yourself in the more creative, interesting, and eye-

catching manner. 

 
7. https://examples.yourdictionary.com/figure-of-speech-examples.html 
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Read and identify the different figures of speech used in the poem. 

 

 

Because I could not stop for death 

By:  Emily Dickinson 

 
Because I could not stop for Death – 

He kindly stopped for me – 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 

And Immortality. 
 

We slowly drove – He knew no haste 
And I had put away 

My labor and my leisure too, 
For His Civility – 

 
We passed the School, where Children strove 

At Recess – in the Ring – 
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain – 

We passed the Setting Sun – 
 

Or rather – He passed Us – 
The Dews drew quivering and Chill – 

For only Gossamer, my Gown – 
My Tippet – only Tulle – 

 
We paused before a House that seemed 

A Swelling of the Ground – 
The Roof was scarcely visible – 
The Cornice – in the Ground – 

 
Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet 

Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses' Heads 

Were toward Eternity – 



 
 

 

Some figures of speech contained within  

Emily Dickinson's contemplation of death. 

 

Anaphora 

 

(Repeating a sequence of words for emphasis, in a group of nearby phrases) 

Lines 9-12: 

We passed the school, 

Where children strove, at recess in the ring; 

We passed the fields of gazing grain, 

We passed the setting sun. 

 

Alliteration 

 

(Beginning two or more words with the same letter or repeating the same sound within a 

group of words) 

Line 5 

He knew no haste 

Line 24 

Toward eternity 

Paradox 

 

(A part of the writing that seems to contradict itself) 

Lines 21 & 22 

Since then tis' centuries, and yet each 

Feels shorter than the day 

https://www.enotes.com/topics/emily-dickinson?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fwhat-figures-speech-could-not-stop-death-dickinson-498776%23answer-693571&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/literary-terms/complete-index/anaphora?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fwhat-figures-speech-could-not-stop-death-dickinson-498776%23answer-693571&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/literary-terms/complete-index/alliteration?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fwhat-figures-speech-could-not-stop-death-dickinson-498776%23answer-693571&en_category=internal_campaign
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Personification 

 

(Representing something that is not human, as if it were) 

Lines 1 & 2 

Because I could not stop for Death, 

He kindly stopped for me; 

 

Periphrasis 

 

(From the Greek "peri" meaning "around, and "phrasis" for "to tell". Restating what may 

have already been said in a vague way) 

Easing the reader into the harsher image of the grave by using softer language: 

Lines 17 & 18 

We paused before a house that seemed 

A swelling of the ground; 

 

Metaphor 

 

(Hidden or stated comparison of two objects, things or persons that are separate but 

share common characteristics) 

This entire poem is an extended metaphor for death.  In this case the 'carriage' is used 

to represent the passage to death: 

Lines 1-4 

Because I could not stop for Death, 

He kindly stopped for me; 

The carriage held but just ourselves 

And Immortality. 

8. https://www.enotes.com/homework-help/what-figures-speech-could-not-stop-death-dickinson 
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Examples of Figure of Speech in Literature 

Works of literature feature innumerable figures of speech that are used as literary 

devices. These figures of speech add meaning to literature and showcase 

the power and beauty of figurative language. Here are some examples of figures of 

speech in well-known literary works: 

Example 1: The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald) 

 

In his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths among the whisperings 

and the champagne and the stars. 

Fitzgerald makes use of simile here as a figure of speech to compare Gatsby’s party 

guests to moths. The imagery used by Fitzgerald is one of delicacy and beauty, and 

creates an ephemeral atmosphere. However, the likening of Gatsby’s guests to moths 

also reinforces the idea that they are only attracted to the sensation of the parties and 

that they will depart without having made any true impact or connection. This simile, as 

a figure of speech, underscores the themes of superficiality and transience in the novel. 

 

Example 2: One Hundred Years of Solitude (Gabriel Garcia Marquez) 

 

Both described at the same time how it was always March there and always Monday, 

and then they understood that José Arcadio Buendía was not as crazy as the family 

said, but that he was the only one who had enough lucidity to sense the truth of the fact 

that time also stumbled and had accidents and could therefore splinter and leave an 

eternalized fragment in a room. 

In this passage, Garcia Marquez utilizes personification as a figure of speech. Time is 

personified as an entity that “stumbled” and “had accidents.” This is an effective use of 

figurative language in that this personification of time indicates a level of human frailty 

that is rarely associated with something so measured. In addition, this is effective in the 

novel as a figure of speech because time has a great deal of influence on the plot and 

characters of the story. Personified in this way, the meaning of time in the novel is 

enhanced to the point that it is a character in and of itself. 

Example 3: Fahrenheit 451 (Ray Bradbury) 

A book is a loaded gun in the house next door…Who knows who might be the target of 

the well-read man? 

In this passage, Bradbury utilizes metaphor as a figure of speech to compare a book to 

a loaded gun. This is an effective literary device for this novel because, in the story, 
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books are considered weapons of free thought and possession of them is illegal. Of 

course, Bradbury is only stating that a book is a loaded gun as a means of figurative, 

not literal meaning. This metaphor is particularly powerful because the comparison is so 

unlikely; books are generally not considered to be dangerous weapons. However, the 

comparison does have a level of logic in the context of the story in which the pursuit of 

knowledge is weaponized and criminalized. 

9. https://literarydevices.net/figure-of-speech 

 

TAYUTAY – Mga Uri At Halimbawa Nito 

by Maestro Valle Rey 

TAYUTAY – Sa paksang ito, tutuklasin natin ngayon ang mga iba’ ibang uri ng mga 

tayutay at mga halimbawa ng mga uri nito. 

 

Kahulugan 

Ang tayutay ay isang sinadyang paglayo sa karaniwang paggamit ng mga salita upang 
gawing mabisa, matalinghaga, makulay at kaakit-akit ang pagpapahayag. 

Mga Uri Ng Tayutay 

 

1. Pagtutulad (Ingles: Simile)  

Ito ay isang paghahambing sa dalawang magkaibang tao, bagay, pangyayari atbp. 
Gumagamit ang pagtutulad ng mga salitang tulad ng, katulad ng, parang, kawangis ng, 
animo, kagaya ng atbp. 

 Ikaw ay kagaya ng ibong lumilipad 
 Ang kagandahan mo ay tulad ng isang anghel. 

2. Pagwawangis (Ingles: Metaphor) 

Ito ay katulad ng pagtutulad, maliban sa hindi ginagamit ang mga salitang tulad ng, 
katulad ng, parang, kawangis ng, animo, kagaya ng atbp. 

 Si Jon ay lumalakad na babae. 
 Malakas na lalaki si Ken. 
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3. Pagtatao (Ingles: Personification) 

Ito ay pagsasalin ng talino, gawi at katangian ng tao sa bagay. 

 Ang mga damo ay sumasayaw. 
 Tumatawa ng malakas ang mga puno. 

4. Eksaherasyon (Ingles: Hyperbole) 

Ito ay lubhang pinalalabis o pinakukulang ang katunayan at kalagayan ng tao, bagay, 
pangyayari atbp. 

 Ang pagmamahal ko sa iyo ay singlayo ng buwan. 
 Parang nabiyak ang aking ulo sa kaiisip sa ginawa mo. 

5. Paguyam(Ingles: Sarcasm/Irony) 

Isang tayutay na kung saan ito ay pangungutya o pangaasar ito sa tao o bagay. 

 Ang sipag mo naman, Juan. Makikita ko ang sipag mo sa madumi mong kwarto. 
 Sa kagandahan mo, nakikita ko ang mga butas-butas at mga tagihawat ng 

mukha mo. 

6. Paglipat-wika (Transferred Epithet) 

Ito ay paggamit ng pang-uri upang ipaglalarawan ang mga bagay. 

 Ang masayang larawan ni Pedro ay nagpapakita nga kanyang emosyon ngayon. 
 Ang ulilang bag na iyan ay galing kay Celia. 

7. Paglilipat-saklaw (Ingles: Synecdoche) 

Pagbanggit ito sa bahagi nga isang bagay o ideya bilang katapat ng kabuuan. 

 Tatlong kamay ang tumutulong sa kawawang ulila 
 Si Santiago ay humingi ng kamay ng dalaga. 

8. Pagtawag (Ingles: Apostrophe) 

Ito ay pagtawag sa mga bagay na parang ikinausap sila. 

 O Pag-ibig, nasaan ka na? 
 Galit, layuan mo ako magpakailanman. 

 



 
 

9. Tanong Retorikal (Ingles: Rhetorical Question) 

Mga tanong ito na hindi nangangailangan nga sagot. 

 Kailangan ko bang tangappin na hindi niya ko mapapansin at mamahailin? 
 Wala na bang pag-asa na makaahon tayo sa kahirapan nang dahil sa mga 

sunud-sunod na mga problema natin? 

10. Pagpapalit- tawag (Ingles: Metonymy) 

Ito ay pansamantalang pagpapalit ng mga pangalan ng bagay na magkaugnay. 

 Igalang dapat ang mga maputing buhok. 
 Mas magiting ang panulat kaysa espada. 

11. Panaramdam (Ingles: Exclamatory) 

Ito ay naglalarawan sa mga karaniwang damdamin 

 Noon, kapag nakikita kita, punung-puno ako ng kaligayahan at kilig per ngayon, 
sa tuwing nakikita kita na may ibang kasama, dumilim ang mundo ko at punung-
puno ng pighati at kirot. 

12. Tambisan(Ingles: Antithesis) 

Ito ay pagtatabi ng mga hagap na nagkakahidwaan sa kahulugan 
upang lalong mapatingkad na lalo ang mga salita. 

 Ang pag-ibig ay ideyal ngunit ang kasal ay tunay na bagay. 
 Marami ang tinawag pero kaunti ang napili. 

13. Paghihimig (Ingles: Onomatopoeia) 

Ito ay pagpahiwatig ng kahulugan sa pamamagitan ng tunog o himig ng mga salita. 

 Maririnig ko ang tiktok ng orasan. 
 Mainga ang aw-aw ng aso kong si Iggy. 

14. Pag-uulit(Ingles: Alliteration) 

Ginagamit nito ang magkatulad na titik o pantig sa simula ng dalawa o mahigpit pang 
salitang ginagamit sa isang pangungusap. 

 Si Sam ay sumasayaw sa silid-aralan. 
 Masipag maglaba ang mga magulang ko. 



 
 

15. Pagtanggi(Ingles: Litotes) 

Ito ay ginagamit ang salitang “hindi” sa unahan ng pangungusap. 

 Hindi niyo ako maloloko 
 Hindi siya sumama sa outing ng kanilang barkada. 

16. Salantunay(Ingles: Paradox) 

Ito ay ang pagpapahayag ng isang katotohanan sa pamamagitan ng paggamit ng 
sangkap na animo’y di totoo sa biglang basa o dinig. 

 Ang mga palaging talo sa buhay ang nagtagumpay. 
 Ang mayaman ay mahirap sa kaligayahan. 

17. Pangitain(Ingles: Vision imagery) 

Ito ay nagpapahayag ng mga laman ng isip na animo’y tunay na kaharap o nakikita sa 
nagsasalita. 

 Naiisip ko na maging mapayapa ang lahat. 
 Nakikita kong mananalo ako sa kompetisyon. 

18. Paghahalintulad(Analogy) 

Ito ay pagtutulad ng dalawang bagay, lugar, o ideya na magkatumbas. 

 Ang dalaga ay parang isang bulaklak, at ang binata ay parang isang bubuyog. 
 Ako ay isang buwan na sumisikat sa gabi, at ikaw ay isang araw na sumisikat sa 

umaga. 

10. https://philnews.ph/2019/06/27/tayutay-uri-at-halimbawa/ 
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Bakas* 

Ni: Buboy Aguay 

Nagpuputik itong bawat bakas sa aspalto 

bawat pagtawid ay pagbubukas ng pinto. 

Mahabang prusisyon ng mga salita itong utak. 

Sementado ang bibig ng mga palaka sa daan. 

Lalanguyin ko ba ang lawa sa iyong utak 

at ang mga alon ay ihabing tila bahay ng gagamba? 

Kung mag anyong bibig ang bawat gusali ng lungsod 

isisigaw ba nila ang iyong pagkawala? 

Mapakinggan man ang impit mong daing 

saan kita susuyurin sa inilatag mong dilim? 

Kung mauutusan ang mga paa na mag-iwan ng bakas 

uusbong ito at mamumulaklak 

upang kung maligaw kang sumuyod ng lumipas 

maawit nila ang aking tangkang paghahanap 

at ang pagod na paglipad ng nagbabakal na pakpak 

nagsusugat ang mga babagsakang pugad 

wala na ang aspaltong pinutik ng bakas 

sa harap ng bukas na pinto lumisan na ang paglingap 

11. *  Dumaan sa Palihan ng 57th UP National Writers Workshop, April 1-6, 2016, Baguio City 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities For Figure Of Speech  

(Tayutay) 

 

1. Identify the different figure of speech (Tayutay) in the poem 

“Bakas” and write it down in your journal 

2. Make a list of Figures of speech in your journal and put example 

on each. 

3. Contemplate on the different Figures of speech and think of 

poems and stories (fiction and non-fiction) where you can use 

them. 

4. Write a poem 1 in English and 1 in Filipino using Figures of 

speech. 

5. Write a narrative (fiction or non-fiction) 1 in English and 1 in 

Filipino using Figures of speech. 
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